Answer the following questions:
1. Identify the major factors that have resulted in the shift in utilization from inpatient hospitalization to ambulatory care services. Describe the implications of this shift for hospitals, consumers, and the health care delivery system as a whole.
a. Cost 
The ambulatory services provide a convenient as well as an easy access to health services and reduced visits that patients desire.
b. Competition
The competition in terms of costs is less in ambulatory care services and consumers would prefer this. On terms of capital investments, the hospitals have found it easier to manage. 
c. Population management 
Ambulatory health care services keep the patients engaged and they are able to deliver more preventive care services that are of high quality and cost effective. 
d. Technology
Hospitals are able to provide ambulatory health care services using technology advancement that will deliver well-coordinated regimens.
2. In what ways have private practice physicians responded to the expansion of hospital, health plans’ and other organization-sponsored ambulatory services?  What are the implications of those responses for the patient, for the consumer, and for the health care industry as a whole?
The private practice physicians have also responded in a similar manner and responded to the call of expansion by developing from small hospitals to the super quality hospitals. This has acted well in response to the expansion of health plans. The private practice physicians have included special machines in their service delivery such as ECG and MRI, which can carry out tests faster and give a clear view of the ailment at a very short time. The health plans have also increased the life insurance companies, which earn good revenue and serve the customers very well. Through this expansion, the health system can now deliver quality health care services/plans but for a higher costs to the consumer.

3. Hospital emergency departments continue to be used as an ever more important source of primary medical care by large numbers of the community’s medically underserved population. What are the implications of this practice for the patients, and on health care costs and quality of care? What would you propose as a means to change this situation?
The implications of use of hospital emergency departments is that the burden of financing care for the uninsured patients and this greatly affects the health care services that are available at the community level or even nationwide. Other negative implications of the hospital emergency department’s health care services include; cutting back of the services, relocation, or even closure of the services may be due to incapacity to guarantee health care services. 
4.  Almost two-thirds of all surgical procedures are now performed in ambulatory surgery facilities. Discuss the reasons for this shift of surgery from the inpatient setting and its effect on hospitals and consumers.
Patients undergoing surgical procedures in ambulatory surgery facilities typically pay less when compared to the hospital settings. This has resulted to cost savings. On the side of the health care system, patients have been able to raise their concerns directly to the health operators easily. This enhances a focused quality control processes in the health system which is tailored to the needs of the consumer. The shift has also enhanced tailored health care service delivery, which is desirable to the consumer. 
5. Some people support the role of public health departments in providing preventive and treatment services as necessary to fill gaps in the system for the medically needy. Others believe these services are more efficiently and effectively provided through private organizations. What is your position on this issue and why?
[bookmark: _GoBack]From my opinion, I think that the health care system needs collaborative efforts and complex network of both public health departments and the private organizations. The reason for my stand is that a collaborative effort in the health sector will create the perfect conditions of health care provisions as well as an effective governmental health care control. Through this collaboration, there will be a comprehensive national health policy that will be used to align the health care sector. Neither the public health department nor the private organization can perfectly deliver health care services on its own.
